¢

P 22

BArI-10

S F Sd s ys
Y\/\él}g:lfif’_/ﬂ ..‘a/{.’«fudjl%u’ﬁ@ak“ff

L‘Jb@"ﬁr i




ut‘«@u:‘
= » B
S md F S Bsgd
051 -9250598: /5 S v o
051 -9250368:F FerG A
:ri}'%;f‘,f"&"mf9rnﬁwcu?+féu3(?éngJ/gu:l/hrﬁ-&ﬁbg/i/géé_wﬂuﬁu}wﬁLJur/»L(@/Lm-n)zg/:"énmw

Fedroc 1 U P L sk soi 352 G i e p2 $1oe 0.8 Ug TS IS AUV UEUs® P L iz o e bl et o B
b o B A7 o G e I S AU Ll St 2ot (19911 or 6Pt i S 159 (M Jive f 6

Wbs e 2 EN Aedulg e I AR ES LGP o Sotate It o 2 dos S AE

p2 \ ““"1 spatial Distribution of rainfall (mm)
From (15™ to 21%) March, 2026

Departure of rainfall (mm)
From normal(1991-2020)
From (15 to 21%%) March, 2026

e

J!f‘lcdr‘”{j/g:f—{r‘g ﬁd&»&j/@ﬂ—{ﬂj

-y/uy/;ég/@“d/;rqLLQ/’&M,?/;JMU:/J-Ladfélaf)f:ﬁ&gl;er.;Mgm,/,uu:/fuu@gu,,zi(@/tr|-|o)”&24_/:”£r~r1@/Lu:r4ﬂ7
LS F S0 e 5 isbn ez Pl 8 S s WSS B S8 r 07 5 isbstosk s o U352 e 52
L1 ot o199 7 s o™ o g S0 199 500 G ST 3 o7 bt o o b BN S S 7 5 2
15 5% 2 Be e 58S B ST M o s e U e 7 5t ur? L B £E N1 WU DAL 7 oL T2y a b s

df B a7 it Uk s L (i fra)

= Departure of mean temperature (°C)
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National Drought Monitoring and Early Warning Centre
PMD, Pitras Bokhari Road, Post Box No. 1214, Sector H-8/2,
Islamabad, Pakistan
URL: https://ndmc.pmd.gov.pk/new/




GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
PAKISTAN METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT
(National Drought Monitoring Centre)
Islamabad

Dated: 26™ March, 2026

Tel: 051-9250598

Fax: 051-9250368 Weekly Weather Update

During the third week of March 2026 (15-21 March), widespread rainfall was recorded across most regions of the
country. Figure 1 shows the spatial distribution of rainfall, indicating that significant rainfall was observed over
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-Baltistan, Kashmir, northern Punjab, and parts of Balochistan, with amounts ranging
from 5 to over 100 mm in the northern and upper areas. Southern Sindh and parts of lower Balochistan also received
light to moderate rainfall of 1 to 25 mm. Figure 2 shows the departure of weekly rainfall from the normal (1991—
2020), indicating that rainfall remained below normal across most of the country, with negative departures of up to
50 mm or more over Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, northern Punjab, and Gilgit-Baltistan. Notably, the southwestern coastal

belt of Balochistan received above-normal rainfall, with positive departures exceeding 16 mm.
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Figure 1: Spatial Distribution of Rainfall (mm) Figure 2: Departure of Rainfall (mm)

Figure 3 shows the spatial distribution of mean temperature across Pakistan during the third week of March 2026
(15-21 March). Mean temperatures ranged from approximately 7°C to 29°C across the country. Southern Sindh,
lower Balochistan, and southern Punjab recorded the highest mean temperatures, ranging from 25°C to 29°C. Central
and northern Punjab and much of Balochistan experienced mean temperatures between 19°C and 25°C, while Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa recorded temperatures between 13°C and 21°C. Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir recorded the lowest
mean temperatures, ranging from 7°C to 13°C. Figure 4 presents the departure of weekly mean temperature from the
climatological average (1991-2020). During this week, temperatures remained above normal across most of the
country, with positive departures of 1°C to 6°C. However, northern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (Saidu Sharif area) and

some parts of Kashmir recorded slightly below-normal temperatures, with negative departures of up to 1°C.
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Figure 3. Spatial Distribution of Mean Temperature (°C) Figure 4: Departure of Mean Temperature (°C)

Figure 5 illustrates the spatial distribution of climatological average rainfall based on the period 1991-2020 for the
third week of March (15-21 March). The normal shows that northern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgit-Baltistan
typically receive the heaviest rainfall during this week, with amounts exceeding 75 to 100 mm. Rainfall of 25 to 75
mm is normally expected across much of KPK, northern Punjab, and parts of central Balochistan, while southern
Sindh and lower Balochistan normally remain dry (less than 1 mm). Figure 6 shows the climatological normal
spatial distribution of mean temperature for the third week of March (1991-2020). In Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir,
the normal mean temperature ranges from 2°C to 10°C, while in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and central Balochistan it
ranges from 10°C to 18°C. The central and southern parts of the country experience normal mean temperatures of

18°C to 26°C during this period.
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Figure 5: Spatial Distribution of normal rainfall (mm) Figure 6: Spatial Distribution of mean temperature (°C)

Figure 7 illustrates the anomalies in terrestrial water storage derived from NASA's GRACE-FO satellite
observations, depicting soil moisture conditions during 10 to 16 March 2026, compared with the long-term average
(1948-2012). Indicators of drought are presented in percentiles where lower percentiles (orange to red shades)

represent drier-than-normal conditions and higher percentiles (green to blue shades) indicate wetter-than-normal




conditions. Above-normal moisture levels were observed in southern Balochistan, Sindh province, and some
northern parts of Gilgit-Baltistan, indicating adequate water availability. Conversely, below-normal moisture
conditions were observed in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Kashmir, some central and southern parts of Gilgit-Baltistan,

and northern and southeastern areas of Punjab province, indicating hydrological stress.
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Forecast for 27" to 315 March, 2026

Mainly dry weather is expected on the 27th, a stronger system will influence upper and central regions from
the 28th onwards, bringing widespread precipitation to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Islamabad, Punjab, Kashmir,
and Gilgit-Baltistan. Although light rain may reach Karachi and southern parts early in the period, dry

weather is expected to prevail in the southern regions toward the end of the month.

For drought update, visit NDMC official website:
https://ndmc.pmd.gov.pk/new/bulletins.php




